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Report from Colon — Sanitary conditions good — Water supply and 
sewerage system — Quarantine service. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Scales reports, May 18: 

Present sanitary conditions at Colon are very good. Several of the 
streets are paved with brick and macadam; the buildings are being 
raised and filled in underneath to elevate the surface to the level of 
the streets. Oil barrels are placed wherever there are pools of water, 
and immediately after rainfalls the surface of the pools is covered 
with oil to kill the larvae of mosquitoes. Stegomyia, Cidex, and 
Anopheles are very scarce. 

The most prevalent disease is malarial fever. There are a few cases 
of enteric fever. The last case of yellow fever occurred in Ma}% 1906. 

The city is supplied with cisterns and waterworks. The source of 
water for the latter is distant about 3 miles from Colon. The water 
is good and plentiful. 

Colon has also a very good sewerage system. 

The rainy season has just commenced. It attains its greatest pre- 
cipitation in July and August. 

The death rate for the month of April is said to be lower than ever 
before in the history of Colon. 

Panama City enjoys the same approximate freedom from mosquitoes 
as Colon. Its sanitary condition is very satisfactory, and the same 
precautions are practiced against the propagation of mosquitoes. 

Along the Canal Zone the different varieties of mosquitoes are more 
abundant. This is due to the more numerous breeding places, but 
excellent work is being done in filling low places and in the distribution 
of oil. 

The system of sanitation is carried out in a practical manner. Daily 
and weekly reports are sent to the department of sanitation, and the 
increase or decrease of infectious diseases is noted. If an increase, a 
sanitary officer is immediately detailed to the place in question and 
steps are taken at once to improve the condition existing. 

The general work of sanitation is carried on at all times. 

Strict quarantine is maintained, both at Panama and Colon, against 
all infected places. Quarantine officers board vessels immediately on 
their arrival, and all persons with a temperature above normal are sent 
to the quarantine station; also all persons not previously successfully 
vaccinated are vaccinated before being allowed to land. 

During the month of April 1 case of smallpox occurred in a pas- 
senger from Cartagena. He was sent to the quarantine station at 
Colon. 



